
	 A recent trip to MAC Headquarters in Cupertino, reinforced that “Technology” 
is no longer just a class in school—it is school!  A contingent from Horizon Prep met with 
Vice President of Education for MAC, John Couch and a group that specializes in educa-
tion.   Our teachers also benefited from having 24 hours of MAC training over a three 
day period from their certified educators and instructors.  Our teachers learned how to do 
countless things to grab our kids’ attention like I have never seen! For example, Ms. Malme’s 
2nd Graders now learn grammar in a Keynote presentation –instead of worksheets! Ms. Hunt transformed 
a standard writing lesson into a beautiful Keynote presentation filled with instruction, examples, and rubrics for them to write their own.  
Mrs. Hitchcock’s class made iMovies about the true meaning of Christmas in Technology class and Ms. Rice had an imaginative presenta-

tion about Colonial America.  In November, the entire 5th Grade went on a field trip to the Apple 
store in Carlsbad for more hands-on examples.  All of our teachers are utilizing the advancements 
in technology at HP this year.  From Book Reports to Websites, our students are learning to think 
outside the laptop! What an exciting time to be a Horizon Prep Lion!

Loving Your Kids, 
Miss Henning 

	 Kindergarten readiness can be measured in many ways: socially, emo-
tionally and cognitively. Children who are developed in these areas generally 
tend to adjust to kindergarten fairly easily.  Your child is developing valuable 
social skills in preschool. Learning to share and communicate with others is 
an important life-skill and beneficial in kindergarten. The preschool experi-
ence allows them to see what it is like to be without you for part of the day. 
This should be helpful as they transition into kindergarten.  One of the more 
difficult tasks for kindergartners is learning to sit still for extended periods 
of time. You can help your child to adjust to this by slowly increasing the 
amount of time that you spend reading together each night. While you read to your 
child, make comments about the story elements, characters, and setting. Acknowledge your child’s observations 
too. This will help him become more involved in the story.  Children learn by doing, experiencing, and interact-
ing with the people and objects in their environment. Therefore, the question is not simply “Is my child ready 

for kindergarten?” but “Is the kindergarten ready for my child?”

                        --Cathy Towner
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